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Ms. Claussen’s goal is to continue to 

focus on expanding healthcare and cre-
ating a positive work environment sur-
rounded by people who share her pas-
sion for making a difference in our 
community. 

With her caring heart, she leads by 
example and has been instrumental in 
partnering with other community lead-
ers who have the same passion to serve. 

Ann is married to Jim and has two 
sons, Justin and Ryan. 

For this and more, Ms. Ann Claussen, 
we honor you. 
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HONORING JENNIE CYRAN 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of Women’s His-

tory Month, I would like to recognize 
Jennie Cyran. 

Ms. Jennie Cyran, a resident of 
Haines City, currently serves as a 5th 
grade English language arts teacher in 
Polk County Public Schools. She trans-
ferred schools to help overcome turn-
around status and provide a consistent, 
quality education to all students. 

She is an accomplished visionary 
leader with 5 years of teaching experi-
ence in Polk County. She stops at 
nothing to advocate for what is best for 
her students and teachers all over the 
State of Florida. 

Some of Ms. Cyran’s most notable ac-
complishments in education include 
being named to NPR’s Best Commence-
ment Speeches Ever list in 2014 for her 
graduation speech from Niagara Uni-
versity; being nominated for the 
Touchdown for Teachers award in 2010, 
2011, 2014 and 2016, given by the Na-
tional Football League’s Buffalo Bills 
for dedication to the community in 
which she lived; the 2018 Distinguished 
Alumni Award from Niagara Univer-
sity, New York; and the Polk County 
Teacher of the Year award for 2019. 

Since moving to Florida, she became 
very involved in Polk County Special 
Olympics and has helped coach sports 
such as bowling, softball, swimming, 
and bocce. She plays unified sports 
with her brother, Philip, who has au-
tism. Unified sports gives the oppor-
tunity to teach acceptance through 
competitive play while mentoring ath-
letes who have a cognitive disability so 
that they can build relationships with 
others and be more successful in every-
day life. In the summer of 2018, she was 
named Polk County’s Most Inspira-
tional Unified Partner of the Year. 

Ms. Cyran is currently completing 
her doctorate in educational leadership 
from Florida Southern College and as-
pires to be a principal someday. She is 
a living example of Rita Pearson’s 
quote: ‘‘Every child deserves a cham-
pion: an adult who will never give up 
on them, who understands the power of 
connection and insists that they be-
come the best they can possibly be.’’ 

For this and more, Ms. Jennie Cyran, 
we honor you. 

HONORING AMAYA BRANNON 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of Women’s His-

tory Month, I would like to recognize 
Amaya Brannon. 

Amaya Brannon is a 10-year-old resi-
dent of Auburndale, Florida, and an ac-
tive, energetic, and personable young 
woman in the community. 

She lives with her aunt Michelle and 
uncle Brian, along with her sisters, 
Shianna and Jayla. She enjoys playing 
soccer, dancing with her sisters, prac-
ticing Brazilian jiu-jitsu with her uncle 
Brian, and being active outdoors. 

As a straight-A student in Code 
Academy in Lakeland, she participates 
in multiple school activities, including 
the Fuel Up to Play 60 program. 

Amaya has aspirations of a future ca-
reer in public relations or reporting, all 
while honing her skills as an artist. 
She has a heart for giving and helping 
others in the world. 

Most recently, Amaya represented 
her community as the NFL PLAY 60 
Super Kid Ambassador and the Good 
Morning America Super Bowl Kid Cor-
respondent. She received VIP access 
during Super Bowl week. Throughout 
the week, she interviewed players from 
both teams, hosted a virtual Kids Play 
Day, was interviewed live on the Taste 
of the NFL show, practiced with the 
Buccaneers cheerleaders, and was fea-
tured during the second half the Super 
Bowl. Amaya also reported multiple 
times throughout the week about her 
experience live on GMA. 

In her heart for helping and leading 
others, Amaya has pledged to eat 
healthy and move 60 minutes each day. 
Despite the unique year and even bad 
weather, she has been able to remain 
active. Amaya believes: ‘‘If you are 
healthy and active, you can achieve 
great goals in life.’’ 

For this and more, Miss Amaya 
Brannon, we honor you. 

HONORING FRANCISCO H. DE JESUS 
Mr. SOTO. In honor of National 

Borinqueneers Day on April 13, I would 
like to recognize Francisco H. De 
Jesus. 

Francisco H. De Jesus was born on 
March 9, 1924, in the small town of 
Penuelas, Puerto Rico. In 1950, he was 
one of the Borinqueneers that was de-
ployed to the Korean war on the USNS 
Marine Lynx. Francisco served for 1 
year in the Korean war and then trans-
ferred to Panama for a tour as a Mili-
tary Police member. 

Upon completing his active service, 
Francisco returned to Puerto Rico, re-
joining his young family in San Juan. 
He was an entrepreneur, pursuing nu-
merous business ventures before estab-
lishing a very well-known men’s store 
called Heryck’s Men’s Store in Caparra 
Terrace. 

In 1976, Francisco sold his beloved 
store and moved his family to Orlando, 
Florida. For 20 years, Francisco 
worked for the Orange County School 
Board as a community liaison in the 
immigration department. He played a 
pivotal role in registering migrant 
families and their children to enable 
attendance at local schools during the 
year. 

Francisco is a beloved husband, fa-
ther of seven children, grandfather of 

14, and great-grandfather of 16. He is 
still an avid storyteller, loves listening 
to music, and is great dominoes player. 

Francisco recently celebrated his 
97th birthday in Orlando, Florida. 

For this and more, Mr. Francisco H. 
De Jesus, we honor you. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER KEVIN 
VALENCIA 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of Officer Kevin 
Valencia of the Orlando Police Depart-
ment, who was a courageous and heroic 
officer, a loving husband, father, son, 
brother, and friend. 

On June 11, 2018, Officer Kevin Valen-
cia was shot and critically injured 
while responding to a domestic vio-
lence call where a deranged individual 
took his own life after killing four chil-
dren and shooting Officer Valencia. 

Officer Valencia risked his life for 
people he didn’t even know, a risk that 
many in the law enforcement profes-
sion take every day without question. 
Since that tragic night, Officer Valen-
cia has been fighting for his life with 
his family by his side. 

Regretfully, Officer Valencia passed 
away this week on March 15, 2021, after 
succumbing to the injuries he sus-
tained. 

Officer Kevin Valencia will be re-
membered by his loved ones as a hero, 
who selflessly gave to others and al-
ways had the best humor. 

He is survived by his wife, Meghan 
Valencia, and their two sons, Kaleb and 
Kolton. 

Thank you, Kevin Valencia, officer of 
OPD, for your great sacrifices. We 
mourn your passing, and may you rest 
in peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until noon tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 53 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, March 18, 2021, at noon. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC-612. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Division of Clearing and Risk, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Ex-
emption from Derivatives Clearing Organiza-
tion Registration (RIN: 3038-AE65) received 
February 24, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC-613. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Division of Clearing and Risk, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s joint final rule — 
Customer Margin Rules Relating to Security 
Futures [Release No.: 34-90244; File No.: S7- 
09-19] (RIN: 3235-AM55) received February 25, 
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